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WHAT’S NEWS? 
   

Our mission is to provide every OUSD 

student access to a quality school library. 
 

 

  
 

 
 

December 14, 2015     FOPSL Winter Newsletter 

Just 3 weeks are left in 2015! This must have been the fastest 

year on record. One thing is certain, this was a year of transition and 

progress toward our mission to improve library services for Oakland 

Unified School District students. We are witnessing results of our 

hard work and advocacy. The new administration is demonstrating 

support and is taking steps toward improving libraries. Please read 

on... 

  

OUSD Sponsors Library Technician Training 

Through Diablo Valley College 

As student’s needs are changing so are school libraries. To keep pace with changing 

technologies and the vast amount of information available to children today, school 

libraries are vital for teaching students how to access and navigate the complex world of 

print and digital resources. For the past year and a half, FOPSL, OUSD Library Services 
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and Diablo Valley College have worked with OUSD administrators to devise a plan to 

ensure OUSD library staff have the opportunity for professional training and career 

advancement. 

 

This plan has come to fruition. On November 18, the OUSD Board of Education approved 

an innovative contract between OUSD and Diablo Valley College that will provide funding 

for 30 OUSD staff and students to attain a Library Technician certification. This 18 month 

program will begin in January 2016 and run through the summer of 2017. Successful 

candidates receive 19 credit hours of training and a Certificate of Achievement in Library 

and Information Technology. This is an opportunity for current library clerks to climb the 

career ladder, gaining skills and increased compensation. Watch for more news on this 

program and other exciting developments in OUSD library services.  

 

FOPSL is delighted to introduce the new OUSD 
District Library Manger, Amy Cheney.  Amy 
jumped into her new role with both feet on 
September first. In just over three months, she 
has visited 18 school libraries across the District, 
and is building a network of support for OUSD 
libraries. She has sponsored 3 author visits at 
McClymonds High School and arranged for 20 
schools to participate in Brian Selzick's book 
release party for his new book, The Marvels, at 
the Grand Lake Theatre. Amy is working to bring 
a universal library card (shared with Oakland 
Public Libraries) to the OUSD students and to 
ensure that library clerks can become Library 

Technicians through a new partnership with Diablo Valley College.  In partnership with 

Meet Amy Cheney  

New District Library Manager 
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FOPSL and the new library teacher at McClymonds, Amy is taking an active role in the 
development and design of the McClymonds LIT Center project, which will be complete 
in 2016. 

 

 
Amy previously served as librarian at the Alameda County Juvenile Justice Center and 
worked nationwide to bring books by, for and about people of color to light. She has 
worked with school districts for over 26 years to create libraries and excite 
disenfranchised and underserved youth, non-traditional library users and people of color 
from preschoolers to adult literacy students about the world of books. Amy reviews 
books for School Library Journal and has won two National awards. She received the I 
Love My Librarian award from the Carnegie Institution and New York Times and was 
honored at the White House with a National Arts and Humanities Youth Program 
Award.  
 
FOPSL is looking forward to working with Amy to ensure every OUSD student has 
access to a professionally staffed quality school library. 
 

 
 

 

The Magic Pill? Maybe!  

As schools across Oakland search for ways to improve literacy, support 

academic achievement and prepare students for college and a successful 

future, more and more schools are realizing the professionally staffed school 
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FOPSL Updates Lafayette... 
 
FOPSL volunteers spent the fall updating two 
OUSD elementary school libraries. Piles of 
books were processed and shelved at 
Lafayette Elementary School where a teacher, 
Janet McCarroll has been hired to run the 
library.  
 

 
 
and East Oakland Pride 

 
Across town at East Oakland Pride (EOP), library clerk, Juliana Paslay welcomes 19 
classes to the library over the course of two and a half days, before she heads over to 
Rise Community (another library created by FOPSL) where she sees an additional 
300+ students. FOPSL is automating the EOP library by processing hundreds of 
fiction, nonfiction, Spanish and multicultural titles. 
 
Our work at EOP will continue through the early spring. We welcome anyone with 
some time on their hands and libraries in their heart to come on by any Wednesday or 
Friday. Check our Volunteer Calendar for volunteer opportunities. 

library may just be the “Magic Pill.” Research continually demonstrates that 

school libraries staffed by Teacher Librarians positively impacts student 

achievement and helps today’s students acquire the 21st century skills. 

 

Scholastic just unveiled the 2016 Edition of “School Libraries Work! A 

compendium of research supporting the effectiveness of school libraries.” 

Today’s school library is a vibrant, active learning center that fosters inquiry, 

exploration, creativity and independent learning. Teacher Librarians are highly 

qualified professionals that address the individual learning needs of every 

student and work collaboratively with teachers and staff to establish a highly 

effective academic support system. Click here to view the complete edition of 

School Libraries Work! Also available to download at Scholastic Library 

Publishing. 

 

 

  

https://fopsl.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/school-libraries-work.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/SLW2016/
http://www.scholastic.com/SLW2016/
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Community Work Days 

  

The Focal Point is a true friend of Friends. This fall The Focal Point 

volunteers spent an afternoon applying security strips to hundreds of books in 

the McClymonds LIT Center and another day helping with inventory in the 

library at Lafayette Elementary School. Thank you, for your hard work and 

dedication. 

 

An Excellent Way to get Involved - School Libraries Need Volunteers 

 

If your club, parent organization or business is interested in scheduling a 

work day in an OUSD library, please contact Kari Hatch at 

khatch.fopsl@gmail.com. 

  

mailto:khatch.fopsl@gmail.com
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Library Wish List  

  

As a bonus to having the community and 

parents revitalize the library, Oakland Reads 

2020 and FOPSL are offering small matching 

grants to purchase popular titles or 

something essential for the library.  

  

 

 

  

 
 

 

OUSD Libraries Benefit from Thornhill Dads 

  

Thornhill Elementary School Dad’s Club held a book drive in November and collected over 

1600 books. These books will enrich the collection at several OUSD libraries. This is a 

wonderful way for children to pass on their favorite books and the joy of reading to other 

children across Oakland. 

 

OUSD libraries are always in need of gently used hardcover books, especially popular 

fiction, Easy Readers, Spanish titles and current nonfiction.  Paperbacks are great also, 

but best suited for classroom libraries. 

 

An excellent way for your organization to support school libraries is by holding a library 

book fund drive. If your organization is interested, please contact Kari Hatch at 

khatch.fopsl@gmail.com for guidelines and information. Thank you.  

   

mailto:khatch.fopsl@gmail.com
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Thank you Janette Maher for your generous donation of over 200 beautiful new 

books to OUSD libraries. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

President Obama Signs the Every Student Succeeds Act 

 

  

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) replaces the No Child Left Behind Act and 

includes provisions for school libraries. This legislation: 

 Provides a plan to assist schools in developing effective school library 

programs, ensuring students the opportunity to develop digital literacy skills 

and improve academic achievement. 

 Authorizes state and local uses of Title II funds for “supporting the 

instructional services provided by effective school library programs.” 

 Authorizes funds for the development and enhancement of effect school 

library programs, which may include providing professional development for 

school librarians, books, and up-to-date materials to high needs schools. 
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VOLUNTEERING WITH FOPSL 

 

If you are interested in joining the crew or learning more about what we do, 

please visit our website at www.fopsl.org. A calendar of volunteer opportunities is 

posted on the Volunteer page. Contact Joy Jacobs, our Volunteer Coordinator at 

jjacobs.fopsl@gmail.com or Kari Hatch, our Executive Director at 

khatch.fopsl@gmail.com for additional information about getting involved.  

 

 

FOPSL believes school libraries are an essential literacy and academic support system, 

core to a quality education at every level. Our ultimate goal is that students, teachers, 

parents and the broader school community will have access to a highly qualified 

professional teacher librarian, who can build a culture of reading in the school, provide 

subject area expertise, teach information literacy, curate and maintain quality print and 

digital resources, collaborate with classroom teachers in co-designing cross curricular 

instruction, and support the robust learning objectives of the Common Core State 

Standards.  

 

Kari Hatch, M.Ed., Executive Directory of FOPSL                    khatch.fopsl@gmail.com 
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