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Mission 

The mission of Friends of the Oakland Public School Libraries is to ensure that every OUSD 

student has access to a quality school library. 

Vision 

Our vision is that all Oakland public schools have professionally-staffed school libraries with 

literature and information rich centers of learning for their students, teachers, and broader 

school communities. 

A quality school library meets the Model School Library Standards for California Public Schools adopted by the California 

Department of Education in September 2010, which defines standards for access, resources and staffing. The California 

Education Code: Section 18100 states, “The governing board of each school district shall provide school library services for the 

pupils and teachers of the district by establishing and maintaining school libraries or by contractual arrangements with 

another public agency.”  
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Letter from the Executive Director 

Dear Friends, 

Friends of the Oakland Public School Libraries (FOPSL) believes that every 

student deserves to attend a school with a quality library. In 2014, 

significant change occurred as Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) 

transitioned to a new administration. While the dust of change had not 

settled by the close of 2014, the new Superintendent of OUSD stated 

publicly, in the presentation of his Strategic Plan: Pathways to Excellence, 

that “…ALL students must engage in opportunities provided in a 21st century school library.”  

FOPSL is optimistic that this new, progressive leadership will advance our mission to provide 

equitable access to quality instruction and resources inherent to a 21st century school library.   

FOPSL began the New Year with an “Imagine a New Future for School Libraries Tour.” 

Community members climbed on board for an eye-opening tour of three elementary school 

libraries to see firsthand an example of the wide range in library services in OUSD schools. An 

article in Oakland Local’s Community Voices further enlightened the community about the need 

for improvement across the District, highlighting what FOPSL has been working hard to change.  

As the District focuses efforts to ensure students are prepared for the rigors of college, career 

and life, FOPSL has added high schools to its renovation work, starting with McClymonds High 

School. Its library was closed since the last librarian retired nine years ago. The new principal 

shared her vision for a state-of-the-art Library and Information Technology Center with FOPSL, 

and work began immediately to turn this vision into a reality. In the fall, FOPSL began restoring 

another long-abandoned school library at Fremont High School. FOPSL volunteers also spent 

the summer months at Bella Vista elementary school, where students and faculty began the 

school year with a beautifully remodeled and updated library. In addition to helping schools 

restore their libraries, FOPSL worked to promote literacy and public awareness by participating 

in school and community events such as Family Reading Nights, community work days and 

Oakland Reads 2020 events, as well as advocating for District funding and support.   

Today’s students must learn key 21st century skills, including problem solving, critical thinking, 

creativity, communication and collaboration, which will serve them in a globally competitive, 

information-based society. Their success will also require digital literacy skills to find, evaluate, 

synthesize, and present information, and use information and social media ethically.  The 

professionally-staffed school library plays a central part in teaching these essential skills.  

FOPSL will continue to support and advocate for quality school libraries in every public school. 

Our work is dependent on the dedication of our volunteers, foundations, businesses, 

community partners and individuals. This shared belief that quality school libraries help equip 

students with literacy skills that are critical for life and future learning, drives our work.  

Kari Hatch 

Executive Director 
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Tour of School Libraries Heightens Awareness 

 

FOPSL hit the road in January 2014, to build awareness 

of the current state of school libraries in OUSD. A small 

group of teachers, community members, and librarians 

climbed aboard a 15 passenger van or followed along in 

personal cars to visit three OUSD libraries. The blatant 

inequity in services clearly revealed the need for 

improved funding and support. A follow-up article was 

published on Oakland Local’s Community Voices forum 

to broaden the public’s awareness of the problem. 

 

This tour was a follow-up to a Community Dialogue convened in late 2013, which examined the 

role of school libraries in today’s high tech world. FOPSL advocates for school libraries because 

they are uniquely situated to integrate access to the 21st century’s flood of information and 

new technology with a strong focus on developing core literacy skills essential for success in 

life. FOPSL works with 

OUSD Library Services, 

principals and teaching staff 

to develop modern learning 

environments, not only 

providing access to 

information, but helping 

students learn the skills 

necessary to navigate the 

complex world of 

information.  

 

The District is in a slow recovery from years of budget cuts, which were largely responsible for 

the loss of school libraries. Today’s students need access to the resources and skills taught in a 

library more than ever before. FOPSL is on the front line to support the District’s efforts to 

restore and enhance this vital academic support system to every student. 

 

 

 

Greenleaf Elementary School library was 

one stop on the tour. 
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Building Literacy Networks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California School 

Library Association 

 

The work of FOPSL was 

featured in the spring 

2014 edition of the 

California School Library 

Association Journal.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Oakland Reads 2020  

 

In July, FOPSL was invited to share our 

work in The Gallery Walk along with 

nine other organizations at the Oakland 

Reads 2020 Annual Network Convening. 

This was an opportunity to show how 

our work supports the Oakland Reads 

2020 goals, as well as an occasion for 

collaboration and building community 

awareness.   
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Library and Information Technology (LIT) Centers in OUSD Secondary Schools 

McClymonds High School – FOPSL’s First High School 

FOPSL, OUSD Library Services and principals have begun to redefine secondary school libraries 

as Library and Information Technology (LIT) Centers, strengthening their role as the information 

and technology hub of the school. This idea of creating a vibrant, inviting, teen-centered 

“Learning Commons” was advanced at McClymonds High School in the fall of 2013 when the 

principal, a group of teachers, alumni, school board director Jumoke Hinton-Hodge, and 

community partners envisioned a 21st-century school library. The vision was that the design 

would set a standard for the development of quality 

“LIT Centers” in other OUSD secondary schools.   

By spring of 2014, FOPSL volunteers launched the 

physical transformation of the McClymonds library, 

culling outdated materials, updating the collection 

with new books, and developing a special collection 

dedicated to African American history, literature, 

poetry, biography and authors. Teacher and student 

input was vital to the project. Both provided requests 

for titles, subjects and specific materials. A Student 

Library Advisory Group was formed and surveyed the 

student body about the importance of having access 

to a LIT Center, and for opinions about what would 

make the library most useful to students.  

Using the survey results and 

teacher requests, FOPSL secured a 

grant from The Henry Mayo 

Newhall Foundation to develop an 

up-to-date collection of popular 

fiction, nonfiction, graphic novels 

and periodicals.  

Realizing that professional staffing 

is key to providing a quality library 

program, the principal hired a full-

time Teacher Librarian who began 

in the fall.  Establishing the LIT 

Center at McClymonds is an ongoing process that FOPSL will continue to develop and support 

into the future.  
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The Student Library Advisory Group surveyed students on 

importance and usage of the LIT Center. It should be 

noted that this survey was taken within 2 months of 

opening the library after nine years of being closed. 

How important is the LIT Center 

for academic success? 
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West Oakland Middle School – The Finishing Touches 

The Focal Point, Inc. has participated in community work days in many OUSD libraries. In 

January, they brought their expertise to the newly renovated West Oakland Middle School by 

creating and donating classy signage. This LIT Center was stocked with a quality collection 

thanks in part to donations from The Montclair Clippers annual book drive. A grant from Lowes 

Toolbox for Education provided funds to build computer tables, and purchase chairs and 

subscriptions to high-interest periodicals. Computers were secured through OUSD and Oakland 

Technology Exchange, a local non-profit organization committed to closing the digital divide in 

Oakland’s under-resourced schools and communities.    

 

 

 

Fremont High School – Transformation Begins 

 The library at Fremont High School is a 

“must see” and a benchmark of what can 

be done to enhance literature.  It is one of 

the most architecturally striking libraries in 

the District, a grand and spacious room 

bordered by classic archways and high 

relief sculptures adorning the walls.  The 

sculpted beamed ceiling is complemented 

by towering windows that shed natural 

light on the rich dark wood furnishings.  All 

of this must once have created the perfect 

ambiance for academic learning.  

Then one day, the funds dried up, the 

collection sat dormant and the dust collected.  In the spring of 2014, the Fremont faculty and 

school community contacted OUSD Library Services for help resurrecting and modernizing their 

library, and FOPSL began the transformation of Fremont’s library into a modern 21st-century LIT 

Center. This work will continue into 2015.  
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Bella Vista Elementary School - Remodel 

In August, just before the students returned to Bella Vista, the staff visited their newly 

remodeled school library. FOPSL volunteers and OUSD Library Services began remodeling the 

library in May 2014. This library opened three days a week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before After 
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The Community Rallies for Libraries 

Oakland Reads 2020/FOPSL Work Days 

Keeping up with a library used by every student in the school is a tall order, especially when 

most of the library staff is only part-time. In the fall, Oakland Reads 2020 (OR2020) partnered 

with FOPSL to host monthly Community Work Days in elementary school libraries. OR2020 

distributed fliers and reached out to the school community through local parent groups and 

parent liaisons. They also provided breakfast to the volunteers. FOPSL coordinated with library 

staff and provided on-the-job training.  The goal was to develop local support for the school 

library. 

Brookfield Elementary School - September 

The first work day was held at Brookfield. By the end of the day the 

library had bright new curtains, the shelves were dusted and organized, 

books were cleaned, repaired and shelved and new books were 

processed.  

 

 

 Fruitvale Elementary School – October 

Community volunteers and parents spent a morning in October helping the library clerk cover 

books, organize shelves and spruce up the collection at Fruitvale’s school library. 
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Parker Elementary School – December  

The Community Work Day at Parker was another huge success. Parents and community 

volunteers swept from one end of the library to the other cleaning, organizing, repairing and 

processing new books.  

 

Community Work Days proved to be a wonderful way to 

engage parents and community members in the support of 

school libraries. As a result of the work days in each of these 

libraries, parents volunteered to come on a regular basis to 

assist with upkeep, read to students and help with circulation. 

These events will continue in 2015. 

 

 

Volunteers R Us 

Dedicated volunteers make up FOPSL. In 2014, 

volunteers gave thousands of hours to the 

restoration, upkeep and support of OUSD 

school libraries. Many of these volunteers 

spent between 10 to 15 hours a week working 

to ensure OUSD students have access to the 

resources provided in their school libraries. The 

total number of volunteer hours for 2014 was 

3793, which averaged 316 hours a month. On 

September 2, FOPSL celebrated the dedication 

of our volunteers with a special reception.  
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Elaine Wells (left), FOPSL Treasurer, was 

nominated for OUSD Volunteer of the Year and 

honored at the 6th Annual Volunteer Recognition 

Ceremony held at the Oakland Scottish Rite 

Temple on May 22. Her family and fellow board 

members shared in the celebration. FOPSL was 

also nominated for Partner Organization of the 

Year for service with OUSD.  

 

 

First Annual Fundraiser 

On May 18, Friends gathered in the exquisite backyard gardens of Jon and Connie Hartung for 

the first semi-annual fundraiser. Guests enjoyed beverages, hors d’oeuvres, and music by a 

string quartet. It was a delightful afternoon and the 

generous contributions impacted literacy and 

helped “open library doors.”  
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Financial Summary 

For the year ending December 31, 2014 

 

 

Income 

Grant Income    $44,153 

Corporate Donations           4,400 

Individual Donations                     17,577 

Donated Stock & Dividends                      5,117 

Total Income                $71,247 

 

 

 

Expenses 

Library Restoration/Support                $21,527           

Operations                                                   1,752  

Fundraising          1,687    

Administration      37,556 

Total Expenses                                        $62,522       

 

                     

  

        Book Drives and In-Kind Donations 

Community support for school libraries also comes in the form of book 

drives and contributions of furniture and materials.  The following 

individuals and organizations gave generous in-kind donations. 

Jon and Connie Hartung                      Steve Sylvester       

Nancy Auker                                        Bob and Joan Cone 

Susie Goodin                                          Redwood Day School          

Orinda Public Library                            Oakland Public Library          

Montclair Clippers Soccer Club           Friends of Oakland Public Library    

Dr. Cory and Kristin Maas, The Maas Clinic, San Francisco   

East Bay Children’s Book Project       

62%
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34%
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The Montclair Clippers 

hold an annual book 

drive to support OUSD 

libraries. 
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We extend our appreciation to these Foundations, Businesses and Individuals 

for their generous support in 2014: 

The Rogers Family Foundation             The Kirby Foundation 

The Seevak Family Foundation            The Henry Mayo Newhall Foundation 

The Kate Family Foundation               Follette-Olivieri Family Foundation 

Intel Volunteer Grant Program           The Elder Family Foundation 

The San Diego Foundation                  PG&E Campaign for Community 

                                                Individuals 

Myles and Ida Abbot    Noemi Alvarado 
Richard and Carlene Anderson                         Janet Arnold and Michael Rubin 
Susan Ayre                                                   Debra Bakal 
Deborah Baldwin and Andrea Gerola    Jack Ballantine             
Dean and Sharon     BanksJim and Hebe Beard     
Ellen and Patrick Becherer   Ruby Bernstein                                                 
Donna Blanchard    Ronald Smith and Jane Bokan                        
Warren Bonta     Carole Bremer         
Patricia Brouillette    Jo and Norm Budman                                      
Richard and Deane Bunce   Stuart and Paula Campbell                              
Janet Cerni     Mark Chan                                                        
Victor and Elizabeth Chen   Abby Cohen                                                       
Jody Cornelius     Susan and Paul Cuneo                                    
Karen Cuenco     Ellen Dahlquist                                                 
Karen Dauphin    Elaine and Craig Davis                                      
Virginia Davis     Leonhard and Judi Dawinis                               
Ellen Edwards     Harry and Meredith Endsley                          
Katherine and Randell Erickson  Cynthia Felton and Jerry Pierson                    
Walter and Kathryn Fitelson   Robin Flagg                                                       
John and Barbara Flores   Charlotte Gaines                                               
Ann and John Gallagher   Jack and Katie Gallagher                                 
Charles Getz, MD    Marie Giannola                                                  
Caroline Giers     Susie Goodin                                               
Martha Gregory    Gill Gurpal                                                        
Douglas Hammer and Patricia Durham Alan and Wendy Harris                                   
Jon and Connie Hartung   Helen and Peter Hasselman                               
Jane and Bernard Herlihy   Mary Gage Herman                                          
Jon and Joy Jacobs    Sanford and Anne Jacobson                            
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                                                Individuals, continued… 

James R. Kaskin 
Thomas Kaun                                                    Rachel Kahn-Hut 
Margaret Kannenberg                                        Sarena Kirk 
Judy Kelly                                                          Molly Kistin 
Erika Kussman                                                Monica Ley 
Pat Littlefield                                                    Daniel Marks 
Sanford Margolin                                             John and Margaret Maloney 
Edward and Adeline Mclatchie                        Donald and Virginia Meyer 
Christine Moriuchi                                            Jonathan and Barbara Newhall 
Patricia Newhouse                                            Ann Opara 
Kathy Poly     Patricia Prior                                                     
Micaela Pronio    Carolyn Raffo                                                     
Karen Randlev     Charles Rath                                                      
Robert and Marilyn Rath   Judith Raymon                                                   
Raleigh and Estrellita Redus   Alicia Rivera                                                        
Shirley Rodenborn    Steven and Elizabeth Rosenberg                      
Ellin Sadur      Judyth Scholz                                                    
Margaret and Reed Scott   Robert and Wendy Shuken                              
Lawrence and Christine Silver   Harinder Singh                                                  
Vicki and Shelby Solomon   John and Romer Stevenson                            
Kimberly Swain & Michael Sugarman              Elizabeth Sumpf  
Jonathan Sykes                                                Carlon Tanner      
Troy and Catherine Takeuchi                           Javier, Ginger and Shikeyah Torres   
Marty Glick and Judy Zollman                     Philip and Shantha Ursell    
Natalie Van Tassel                                        Michael and Randi Voorhies    
Kim Walker     Anita Watkins                                                        
Elaine and Richard Wells   Albert Welti                                                      
Paul Wesley     McKenzie and Laurie Williams                           
Leslie Woodside    The Cathedral Shop 

 

                                                          Tributes 

In Memory of Yvonne Minor   In Honor of Carly Hanson    
from Elaine and Richard Wells                  from Ruby Bernstein 

In Honor of Monique Iles   In Memory of Claudia Ebeling 
from Sarena Kirk    from Follettee-Olivieri Family Foundation 
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Friends of the Oakland Public School Libraries 

Staff 

Kari Hatch, M.Ed.    Executive Director 

Board of Directors 

Charles E. Rath III, M.D., Chair 

Thomas Kaun, M.S.L.S., Vice Chair 

Shelby Solomon, M.S., Secretary 

Elaine Wells, M.A., Treasurer 

Ann Gallagher, M.L.S., Board Member 

Joy Koletsky Jacobs, J.D., Board Member 

 

Library Advisory Group 
 

Susie (Marjorie) Cummings Goodin, Ph.D. 

Randi (Raynor) Voorhies, M.L.I.S. 

Karen Smith, J.D. 

Ann Gallaher, M.L.S.  

Kari Hatch, M.Ed. 

 

www.fopsl.org 

 

                                                  

Special Appreciation 

Friends of the Oakland Public School Libraries appreciates the tremendous support 

from Rogers Family Foundation. They have been instrumental in our organizational 

development and progress toward our mission. We extend a special thanks to 

Cassie Perham, Program Manager for the Oakland Literacy Coalition. Her enduring 

dedication and support has made a significant impact on our work.    

http://www.fopsl.org/

