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What is the value of a school library today?

Library staffed by a 
Professional 
Librarian

• 393 students

• 5% low income

• 79% of 3rd graders 
are reading on 
grade level
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Why do children need a quality school library in this age of digital 
print, smart phones, tablets, e-readers, Google and Wikipedia? 

Library staffed by a 
Professional Teacher 
Librarian

• 348 students

• 3% low income

• 88% of 3rd graders are 
reading on grade 
level
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What role does the school library play in creating a culture of 
reading? 

Library staffed by a 
Professional Teacher 
Librarian

• 580 students

• 9% low-income

• 79% of 3rd graders 
are reading on 
grade level.
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What role does the school library play in achieving the goal that 
85% of OUSD 3rd graders will read at grade level by 2020?

Library staffed by a 
Professional Librarian

• 419 students

• 5% low income

• 88% of 3rd graders 
are reading on grade 
level
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According to the 2012 STAR Test, 
only 42% of OUSD 3rd graders are reading on 

grade level.
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Do ALL of our students understand the value of a school library today?

Library Closed

• 358 student

• 86% low income

• 37% of 3rd graders 
reading on grade 
level
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Do ALL our students believe we value literature, free access to 
information and online resources?

Library open by clerk 
and volunteer

• 650 students

• 85% low income

• 37% of 3rd graders are 
reading on grade level
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How are we modeling what we believe about the importance of 
reading? 

Library closed for 3 
years

• 417 students

• 93% low income

• 7% of 3rd graders 
reading on grade 
level
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What support systems are in place to ensure ALL OUSD students have 
equitable access to quality, up-to-date literature, information and technology?

Library open 2 days 
a week by clerk

• 224 students

• 80% low income

• 15% of 3rd graders 
are reading on 
grade level
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How do we ensure all OUSD students have consistent access to high quality 
reading materials?

Library is open 
inconsistently by 
teachers and a literacy 
specialist

• 297 students

• 83% low income

• 21% of 3rd graders are 
reading on grade level
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With so many initiatives and resources focused toward improving 
literacy, have we overlooked a vital component to learning?

A library was created 
in this space and 
opened in March 
2013 by part-time 
clerk

• 440 students

• 88% low income

• 31% of 3rd graders 
reading on grade 
level
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We know:
• Learning to read is the foundational building block of success in all areas 

of school, career and life.  

• Children that read understand, make connections, have greater 
vocabularies, can communicate ideas, have broader perspectives and 
world views.  

• Children that have easy access to books are more likely to read than 
children with limited access.

• Children from low-income homes have limited access to books and 
online resources.

• 80% of the students in OUSD come from low-income homes.
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What is the value of a professional teacher/librarian?
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Teacher/Librarians:
• Are credentialed teachers that hold a master’s degree in library science.

• Inspire students through knowledgeable interactions with literature and texts.

• Establish and perpetuate a culture and value of reading.

• Are knowledgeable instructors of 21st Century principles (Critical thinking and problem solving, 
Communication, Collaboration, and Creativity and innovation).

• Collaborate with classroom teachers to develop and support curriculum in alignment with the Common 
Core State Standards.

• Support all OUSD literacy initiatives and programs. i.e. Balanced Literacy, Blended Learning, STEM, 
Achieve 3000, Read 180, OUSD literacy Framework, transitional kindergarten, summer learning, Full 
Service Community Schools, etc.

• Teach information literacy and information technology, enabling students to integrate their research 
skills in all subjects and develop the capacity to become independent learners.

• Attend School Site Council meetings and advocate for literacy education.

• Provide professional development and expertise to the school community.

• Are accessible subject area experts in information, literature and technology.

• Ensure all students have equitable access to quality literature, popular fiction and information in all its 
formats.
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FOPSL is opening libraries across Oakland
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Global Family Elementary School REACH Academy



FOPSL believes the school library should:

• Be core to the education system at every OUSD school. 

• Provide equitable access to information technology, 
literature, popular fiction and informational text.

• Be considered a classroom staffed with a professional 
teacher/librarian.

• Become the “Literacy Hub” of the Full Service Community 
School.

• Support every literacy program and district initiative.
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Can we afford to build a quality school library at 
every school in OUSD staffed by a professional 

teacher librarian?

Brookfield Village School 18



Can we afford not to?
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Ensuring all students have the resources critical to 
their success is a collaborative effort.

Delta Sigma Theta at West Oakland Middle School Faith Network at REACH Academy
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How the Community Can Help

• Inquire about the school library at schools where you have a program 
or are providing funding.

• Insist that the students you work with have access to a quality school 
library and online resources.

• Advocate for highly skilled library staff and professional 
teacher/librarians by talking to principals, administrators and the 
school board. 

• Support FOPSL's efforts with volunteers and funding.
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Thank you!
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