Spring 2013

WHAT’S NEWS?
Our mission is to provide every OUSD student access to a quality school library.

“Many…think of the library as a cost rather than as an investment. There is no question that quality
library media programs, like all quality programs, require substantial funding-but not every quality
program pays off for students across the board like libraries can.” –Gary Hartzell

Hello Dear Friends,
It’s time to “mind the gap.” Across OUSD we hear about the “achievement gap” and the
“opportunity gap.” FOPSL has been doing its part to fill these gaps with books, resources and
technology. Our end of the year assessment revealed that only three elementary school
libraries remained closed and two out of the three are currently seeking means to open by the
fall semester. This progress is celebrated, but there is still ample space to slip through the gaps.
The majority of elementary school libraries are
dramatically understaffed by part-time noncertified staff, often working at two or more
libraries. In a 2010 study, School Librarians
Continue to Help Students Achieve Standards:
The Third Colorado Study by Briana Hovendick
Francis and Keith Curry Lance, it was
determined that “School librarians can be a
very effective tool in closing the achievement
gap…students who suffer most because of the
achievement gap benefit the most from the
resources and services offered by libraries and
librarians.” If all OUSD schools would provide
Technology, literature and information at the new Rise
students with a quality library program,
Community and New Highland Academy School Library will
empowering students to become critical
become accessible to students when quality staffing is
thinkers, enthusiastic readers, skillful
secured. In the meantime it sits closed and undisturbed.
researchers, and ethical users of information
technology, then all our students will have
equal opportunities to succeed…closing the gaps.
Visit our website at www.fopsl.org under “Why Libraries” to learn more.
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Boys Love Books!

A New Library is Something to Celebrate!

At Grass Valley, it has become COOL to
hang out in the library. Boys are coming
to the library during lunch recess and after
school. They like to talk about books,
check them out, and come back for more!
I think it’s important for a school to have
a library with an informed librarian who
can select books for the collection that the
boys will like and help them choose books
that inspire the love of reading. Grass
Valley has a predominately African
American student body and I often think
about the high school drop-out rate for
African American boys. Although there are
many factors that lead to students
dropping out of school, it seems to me
that it can only help if we connect boys
with books that interest them, starting at
the earliest ages and continuing through
school. It will increase their literacy rates
and engagement in school. Public libraries
are wonderful, but many students cannot
easily get to one. A school library is easy
to access, the librarian knows the students
and their interests, and there are lots of
great books to read – just ask the boys at
Grass Valley!

Many honored
guests joined
the festivities at
PLACE
at
Prescott as the
library
was
dedicated
to
Ida
Louise
Jackson,
the
first
African
Members of Alpha Nu Omega Chapter of Alpha
American
Kappa Alpha created a display to honor the life of
teacher
in
Ida Louise Jackson outside the library at PLACE at
Prescott.
Oakland.
Jumoke Hinton
Hodge, OUSD School Board Vice President; Ken Kuchman,
Bernard & Alba Witkin Foundation; Joanna Rasheed, Oakland
Schools Foundation; Casey Farmer, GO Public Schools; and
John and Barbara Newhall were all in attendance. Three
students entertained the guests with their passionate
oratories. Members of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
designed the bulletin board outside the PLACE at Prescott
library in honor of Ida Louise Jackson, supplied decorations
and served refreshments.

Cindy Pierson – Library Volunteer, GV

FOPSL volunteers receive certificates of
appreciation from Principal Liz Ozol.

The principal,
staff and
students at
Melrose
Leadership
honored FOPSL
volunteers for
creating their
beautiful dual
language
library.
FOPSL Volunteers receive thanks from students at
Volunteers that
Melrose Leadership Academy in Spanish and English.
created the
library for Rise
Community and New Highland Academy Elementary Schools
were treated to an appreciation luncheon.

FOPSL thanks all our dedicated volunteers for their hard work this school year. Even though their
accomplishments are great, the winners are the students and teaching staff. Their stories and voices
will be shared on our website www.fopsl.org. Click on “Voices.”
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Tremendous Support for OUSD Libraries
FOPSL is delighted to announce our receipt of a $20,000
grant from The Kenneth Rainin Foundation to support
library renovations within the “Balanced Literacy
Cohort.” The Balanced Literacy Cohort is an instructional
pilot in six OUSD elementary schools, aimed at helping
teachers incorporate the new Common Core State
Standards, in their daily instruction using a balanced
approach to literacy. This grant will support
modernization of each school’s library, with a focus on
developing the collections for children ages 0-8,
bolstering the resources for our youngest learners and
preparing each library to become the “Literacy Hub” of
the Full Service Community School.

Thanks to The Kenneth Rainin Foundation
these shelves in the library shared by Think
College Now and International Community
School will soon be filled with a high interest
collection for their youngest readers.

The Henry Mayo Newhall Foundation awarded FOPSL a
matching grant of $10,000 to support our work to ensure
that OUSD students across the District have access to quality school libraries. This very
generous support will have a positive impact on literacy in OUSD.

Additional support for school libraries was
received from the Matson Foundation and
from The East Bay Community Foundation.
These donations will update and develop the
collection at Sobrante Park Elementary and
support our work at West Oakland Middle
School. FOPSL’s work depends on these
generous
contributions
to
develop
collections, build computer stations, create
literature rich learning environments and
provide equitable access to quality resources
across OUSD.

The average copyright date on this shelf in the
Sobrante Park library is over 40 years old. The Model
School Library Standards for CA Public Schools, K-12
state that 2/3 of the collection should be less than
15 years old.

Volunteer Fair
Community organizations across Oakland participate in the education, health and wellbeing
of our youth. Volunteers are the lifeblood of this work; improving the lives of our children.
Volunteering for Oakland will bring many of these organizations together at the 5th Annual
Volunteer Fair on September 7, 2013 at the Lakeview Complex from 10 am to 1 pm, across
from the Grand Lake Theater. Watch for their name in lights on the marquee.
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Reports from the Field
FOPSL and the Rogers Family Foundation Modernize the Brookfield Library
Students and staff at Brookfield
Elementary School will return in the fall
to a beautiful modern school library
thanks to the hard work of FOPSL
volunteers, the financial support from
The Rogers Family Foundation and
Measure G. The staff at Brookfield are in
the process of hiring a Professional
Teacher Librarian to strengthen the
Popular fiction and graphic novels await eager readers when they
infrastructure for academic success and
return in the fall to their new school library at Brookfield.
literacy support, ensuring Brookfield will
be prepared to meet the rigorous
demands of the Common Core State Standards across the curriculum.

Reading is the Latest Fashion
Family Reading Night at Brookfield brought a huge crowd of
families to enjoy students reading aloud, literacy activities,
free books and dinner to celebrate literacy. The Scholastic
Book Fair set up in the library and FOPSL taught kids how to
make mini books and book marks.
Joy and Sanam, literacy fashionistas!

Quality resources fill the “High-Rise” School Library
FOPSL volunteers created a state-of-the-art school library, to be shared by Rise Community
Elementary and New Highland Academy Elementary schools. These photos illustrate the
process as a library grew from boxes to a literature and technology rich learning environment
awaiting professional staffing, to ensure over 600 students and staff have all resources
necessary to build a culture of reading and ensure equitable access to quality literature, popular
fiction and information in all its formats.

September 2012

May 2013
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Just What the Doctor Ordered: Boxes of Books
A school library offers students a bounty of literature, information and access to technology,
but so much more. At Community United Elementary and Futures Elementary the principals will
be the first to declare that their library has become the “hub” of their school community; where
parents feel welcome, where teachers seek instructional resources and literature and a place
for children to explore and learn about their world. The school library is a venue for discovery
and learning, where the community can contribute to the education of our children.

Kristin Maas from The Maas Clinic
prepares to unload books donated
during the “Beauty for Books” annual
book drive in San Francisco.

On June 7th, an enthusiastic group of third graders learned
what it takes to become a doctor from one of the Bay
Area’s finest. Dr. Corey Maas and his staff from The Maas
Clinic in San Francisco arrived at the library with boxes of
new and gently used books
from their annual book
drive. Dr. Maas read a book
to the students and then
let each child use his
stethoscope to listen to
their own heart.
A
multitude of questions
revealed that students
wanted to know how to
become a doctor. “Read
every day and study hard,”
Dr. Maas shared stories and his
Dr. Mass told them.
stethoscope, inspiring numerous
questions and interest in his
profession.

FOPSL Presentation to OLC
In April, Executive Director Kari Hatch presented the state of OUSD Elementary School Libraries
to a full house of at the Oakland Literacy Coalition. She portrayed the vast inequities of services
and resources across the district and asked thought provoking questions. She stressed the
benefits of quality school library programs. Her presentation, entitled “Quality, Equity and
Access: School Libraries Impact Literacy,” can be viewed by clicking on the title on the “What’s
News” page of our website.
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FOPSL Salutes Karen Smith and Susie Goodin
In each newsletter, we feature a community member dedicated to our mission to provide every
OUSD student access to a quality school library. This spring we have the honor of introducing
Susie Goodin and Karen Smith, two dedicated volunteers that devoted countless hours to
creating the beautiful “High-Rise” school library, and who are now applying their talents and
enthusiasm to improving the Kaiser Elementary library.
Words about her work as a volunteer in OUSD libraries by Karen Smith:
I’ve worked in libraries as a volunteer or a paid employee over
the last almost 30 years. I started working with Susie Goodin
when we both had kids at Berkeley High and the library
building was ruined by a fire. She was spearheading the work
of going through the collection to choose the best books for a
temporary library in a portable, until a new building was
ready. Since then, I’ve joined Susie in different library
projects, including joining the FOPSL group at Rise, where her
daughter is a 2nd grade teacher.
My life with books enriched the world I lived in as a child, and
that has never stopped. Growing up in a family of mostly nonreaders at the time, the local library was crucial. I walked
there just about every day during the summer and checked
out my three books, took them home and read them, and
returned for more, week after week. I read when the rest of my family watched TV. I took
books up in a big tree in our backyard and read. I sat on rocks by a creek or lake when we went
camping, reading while my brother and father fished. The life I led with books guided me into
and through a rich connection to the world I lived in.
Karen designed and built this
attractive new sign for the
“High-Rise” library.

My favorite experience working on the Rise/NH library is kids swarming me/us when we’re
leaving, asking over and over when it will be open, will we really have a library, how will we get
the books without a library card, do we have to buy them…? They know how wonderful books
can be.
My hope is that the district will commit to having trained librarians in all the OUSD libraries, at
least part-time. A library without a good, knowledgeable librarian who can connect kids to
good books is just a book warehouse.
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Words about her work as a volunteer in OUSD libraries by Susie Goodin:
I began working at RISE to help my daughter build a library and
curriculum resources for her classroom, but noticed that there
was no school library. When informed that there would be a
library reconstructed by volunteers I joined in because I've
loved building school libraries elsewhere, and more
importantly, I consider the school library to be the lynchpin of
literacy development in schools.

Susie Goodin has a PhD in
Education with a focus on literacy
and reading development from
UC Berkeley.

It was terrific to see the “High-Rise” library emerge over the
months as volunteers pitched in to clean, catalog and create
order from a very large heap of book boxes. A bonus was the
fun of getting to know the “High-Rise” team.

I was a voracious reader as a child, the kind who was so lost in
the book that all else seemed to disappear. I remember
distinctly the joy my parents felt when my twin brother, who
was definitely not an early reader, found his first book to love and took off into a life of reading
pleasure. At ten years old he had found the unlikely title of Mog the Mound-builder. My four
children all became avid 'readers' from about 3 months of age when I noticed them noticing
(and drooling on) my reading material.
Just as Karen described, the obvious enthusiasm of the students for their emerging library is
very gratifying. It is my hope that after decades of neglect for school libraries, Oakland will
revive them and sustain them over time. Having read boatloads (technical term) of research on
reading and library effectiveness I know that robust school libraries correlate strongly with
improved test scores - up to 18% and more improved scores - and beyond the numbers, that
they provide the resources all children need to grow as readers and thinkers.

Thank You Citizens of Oakland
Thank you for your continued support of OUSD libraries through your Measure G Parcel Tax
Contributions and to the many generous donations that support our work.

Thank You OUSD Principals
We appreciate your role in keeping OUSD school libraries open and operating during these
financially difficult times. FOPSL is dedicated to supporting your school library. Let us know
how we can help you.

For More Information
Please visit our website to learn more about Friends of the Oakland Public School Libraries,
ways to get involved and how you can support quality school libraries.

www.fopsl.org
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