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                                                                                                                                          Fall 2012 

 

    WHAT’S NEWS 

 Our mission is to provide every OUSD student access to a quality school library. 

 

 

Hello Dear Friends, 
What a glorious and productive fall!  While leaves are turning brilliant colors and 

piling up in yards across Oakland, books are piling up in school libraries across 

OUSD.  Friends of the Oakland Public School Libraries has been assisting with 

efforts to put books on the shelves, automate and update libraries at La Escuelita, 

Parker, Brookfield Village, Bridges Academy, Melrose Leadership Academy, Global 

Family, West Oakland Middle School and Rise Community/New Highland 

Elementary.  FOPSL is supporting each of these schools this fall, as they work to 

provide a quality school library for their students and staff.   

 

Celebration of Reading 
The Grand Opening Celebration at Community United and Futures 
Elementary School Library was a huge success.  An estimated 150 
children and parents enjoyed an evening of storytelling by Carolyn 
Alexander, a light dinner 
donated by Friends of 
the Oakland Public 
School Libraries, and a 
gift of a new book for 
every child donated by 
East Bay Children’s Book 

Project and FOPSL.  Families created and took 
home book marks and mini books. Rebecca 
Edwards, the Senior Library Clerk, signed up many parents interested in volunteering time in the 
library. 
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Libraries on the Rise 

Dedicated FOPSL volunteers meet at Rise Community 
School/New Highland Academy every Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 

p.m.  A school library is growing 
out of a pile of boxes and some 
empty shelves.  If you are looking 
for a way to promote literacy, 
come join this rewarding work.  
We provide on the job training 
and camaraderie.  Many other libraries need volunteers; in fact 
there is most likely a needy library near you.  Please contact Kari 
Hatch at khatch.fopsl@gmail.com  or go to the Volunteer tab on 

our website www.fopsl.org. 

Brookfield is all about BOOKS 

Ms. Shirley Herrera (principal at Brookfield Village Elementary) states, “It truly takes a village.” 

She is referencing the very dedicated group of community volunteers and services working to 

support literacy at Brookfield.  Once a month the Oakland Reads 2020 committee, comprised of 

community organizations and volunteers dedicated to supporting literacy at Brookfield meets to 

collaborate, communicate successes and present ideas that will support the teachers and staff in 

their work to teach students to read and to love reading.  As part of this group, Friends of the 

Oakland Public Schools is working to update and automate the library, which will see a complete 

facelift by next semester.  New shelving has been ordered. Many new books will be added to the 

collection. Teachers and students have been asked to make wish lists of books they’d like to see 

in the library and these books will be ordered soon.  In addition, Brookfield will receive 380 new 

titles from the Montclair Clippers Soccer Club book drive.  Oakland Literacy Coalition and East Bay 

Children’s Book Project have also contributed books to the library.  

Our hope is that the library will become the heart of literacy at 

Brookfield, where the whole school community finds 

information resources, literature and a comfortable place to 

enjoy a book (our dream for all OUSD schools).  The Oakland 

Public Library will play an exciting role in creating this 

experience for younger siblings and their parents that arrive at 

school to pick up students. Every Thursday, beginning January 

8, 2013 from 2:15 to 2:45 there will be Story Time in the Brookfield school library, put on by the 

Oakland Public Library. Knowing that access to books is one determinate of learning to read, 

FOPSL will be providing baskets of books for younger siblings and their parents to enjoy in the 

foyer while they wait for school to let out.   

mailto:khatch.fopsl@gmail.com
http://www.fopsl.org/
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Books Are Arriving in School Libraries!! 

On Friday, November 30, at UC Office of the President 

Staff Assembly, ten employees, alongside three Friends of 

Oakland Public School Libraries volunteers, donated their 

afternoon to processing children’s and young adult books 

for OUSD school libraries. OPSA contributed a generous 

check applied toward the purchase of books that received 

the California Young Reader Medal, as well as an 

additional six boxes of book donations. The five 

elementary schools, one middle school and one high 

school that applied to participate, will each receive a box of multiple copies of these special titles 

and a resource kit, to be delivered the first week of December.  

 

Montclair Clippers Soccer Club collected 1149 books that will be donated to the school libraries at 

Brookfield, Allendale and Lafayette.  The community is making a huge impact on OUSD libraries.  

 

Up for the Task 
 

“Rewarding Work!” were the final words of the ladies from the Delta Sigma Theta sorority, as the 

last books were dusted or boxed to make room for an updated collection to begin filling the 

shelves of the West Oakland Middle School Library 

this spring.  “We will be back,” was another 

affirmation that 

this community 

organization cares.  

The group will 

return after the 

holidays to 

continue the work of creating a library media center for the 

students and staff.  The plans for this library include an area for 

instruction, quiet areas for reading and work on computers, a 

large reference area with student computers and a soft seating area for reading and study. FOPSL 

has applied for a grant from Lowes in hopes to fund the building of computer stations.  



4 

 

FOPSL Salutes Kim Flom 

In each newsletter, we will feature a community member dedicated to our mission to provide 
every OUSD student access to a quality school library.  This fall, we have the honor of introducing 
Kim Flom.  She works with Faith Network, 
alongside FOPSL and OUSD Library Services to 
recruit volunteers, support library staff and often 
perform the duties of a librarian. We’d like to 
highlight her unrelenting efforts to put books in the 
hands of students. 
 
What inspired your work in OUSD libraries? 
I was tutoring at Maxwell Park Elementary in 2010 
when I passed by the empty library being used as a 
storage facility. My interest in libraries for the 
elementary grades preceded my encounter with 
this underutilized library, but the potential 
captured my vision. The combination of a school with literacy challenges, combined with our 
student's lack of access of books in homes and at the public library, touched me. With the 
principal's support along with training from Faith Network volunteers who had been running the 
Emerson Library, I served as the school librarian for two days a week until the school closed last 
June. Since that time, I've served in about 10 different Oakland school libraries in a variety of 
capacities.  
 
What did you do before you began your work opening school libraries with Faith Network and 
FOPSL? 
I come to this position with 30+ years of corporate Human Resources experience. Even when I 
worked for Safeway Inc, in their Pleasanton corporate offices, I was interested in the Oakland 
Schools and the resource poor libraries serving our students. I approached Safeway departments, 
affinity groups and individuals to coordinate different areas we could leverage our strengths in a 
partnership. I actually found it challenging however, to find efficient ways to partner. This is 
where Faith Network and now FOPSL can serve the schools. The school and district 
administrations have challenges in organizing volunteers in some schools. The principal and 
teachers are focused on the immediate needs and goals for the students. Leadership is needed in 
coordinating and training volunteers. 
 
One area Safeway employees supported the Oakland Schools was through a book drive. One 
group in particular has hosted two drives at this point for the library and the Faith Network 
intervention tutoring program. 
 
Do you have a favorite story about working in school libraries? 
My father passed away during the fall semester.  I had spent the night with him at the hospital 
before going to Maxwell Park to host my classes. I read the book Tear Soup by Pat Schwiebert to 
several of the classes. It was one of those moments we could talk about grief and how we can 
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support people as they go through the process. Few books are available for children on the topic 
of grief. This was a natural way to introduce a topic that was close to my heart.  
Another great memory was working with my son who writes screen plays. He was a guest to the 
library and talked with the students about the connection between books and some of our 
favorite movies. 
 
What are the personal benefits? 
I initially was drawn to the closed elementary school libraries because of my desire to support 
literacy. Books open up worlds to students. My own sons benefited from access to books and 
their school libraries.  
 
I also discovered two other unanticipated benefits. I enjoy developing relationships with the 
principal, teachers and students. I am interested in their areas of teaching and learning. I enjoy 
collaborating with them through challenges. The other joy with me was introducing topics on 
character development and values through books.  
 
Is there anything you would like to share about your personal experience with reading and/or 
libraries in your past or childhood?  
Just that libraries and reading were a big part of my childhood and I have wonderful memories of 
reading with my sons.  
 
Thank you for sharing your story, Kim. 
There are many people like Kim that commit time, energy and dedication to the school libraries, 
because they understand the critical need for this resource in the education of our students.  
FOPSL will be sharing some of their inspirational stories in our newsletters and on our website.  
Interviewed by Kari Hatch, November 2012. 

 
Citizens of Oakland 

Thank you for your continued support of OUSD libraries through your Measure G Parcel Tax 
contributions.   

OUSD Principals 
 
We appreciate your role in keeping OUSD school libraries open and operating during these 
financially difficult times.   FOPSL is dedicated to supporting your school library.  Let us know 
how we can help you. 
 
Please visit our website to learn more about Friends of the Oakland Public School Libraries at                

     www.fopsl.org
 


